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Imagined Pond
Dear Nature Conservancy,
We’ve got a really special place that 
isn’t going to be here much longer if 
someone doesn’t do something soon. 
There’s rumor that Imagined Pond is 
going to be sold to some people who 
want it for something called a four 
season leisure resort. I don’t want to 
see this beautiful place all cluttered up 
with a bunch of designer buildings. It’s 
perfect just as God made it, and it 
should stay that way.
As far as I know, the land up for sale 
is a good size piece, about five hundred 
acres. I’ve enclosed a map to give you a 
better idea, and drawn in my best guess 
of the boundaries based on a few posts 
that are out there.
You’ll have to come up and see for 
yourself, but I think Imagined Pond is 
one of the prettiest places left in the 
state of Maine. I’ve been fishing and 
swimming up there since I was a kid, 
and I feel lucky to be one of the few 
who know it’s there. I know you peo­
ple have a special mission to protect 
rare plants and animals, so I’d like to 
be able to tell you there’s lots of rare 
orchids in there, but I haven’t seen any.
Can you help? I am ready to do what­
ever you need, and will be happy to 
take you in and show you the pond. 
Please let me know at your earliest 
convenience.
Sincerely,
Every month, the Maine Chapter 
receives dozens of phone calls and letters 
like the one above asking for our advice 
and help in saving Maine’s special wild 
places. After more than 30 years in the
land conservation business, the Chapter 
has looked at hundreds of threatened 
natural areas throughout the state—with 
the express purpose of finding the best 
ways to preserve them.
Protecting a natural area involves 
much more than plunking down a large 
chunk of cash, taking home the deed, 
and announcing the good work with 
appropriate fanfare. To accept steward­
ship of an irreplaceable natural resource 
without giving the matter careful 
thought would be irresponsible at best, 
and could ultimately result in harm to 
the very place we are trying to protect.
Alas, real estate deals rarely are 
consumated at a comfortable, leisurely 
pace. The Conservancy frequently must 
move quickly to sew up a deal; a day’s 
delay can mean failure. All the carefully 
collected and studied information in the 
world about a rare turtle or a beautiful 
old-growth forest is of little use if the 
turtles’ ponds are filled, or the trees 
taken for lumber, while their salvation is 
doomed by red tape, indecision and lack 
of money.
The Conservancy’s primary goal is 
simple: to protect all of Maine’s rare and 
endangered plants, animals and natural 
communities. We can’t afford to 
dawdle. In the last century, 11 animal 
species have been eliminated from 
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New faces
Karen Douglass
Karen Douglass
Karen Douglass came to the Maine 
Chapter in August as a temporary 
secretary, and joined the staff full-time 
last December. A woman of many talents, 
Karen has been a registered nurse; 
mother of two, now mostly grown, 
children; a teacher of college English; and 
most recently, a student, having received 
her MFA in Writing from Vermont 
College in January.
Karen moved back to Maine in 1987 
after a long absence spent largely in the 
South. She lives in Brunswick and divides 
her time between the Conservancy and 
creative writing. She is a published poet 
and columnist, aspiring to add fiction to 
her list of accomplishments.
Jennifer Bean
Jennifer Bean
The Heritage Program is very grateful 
to have the help and good humor of 
Jennifer Bean, who is working on two 
cooperative Heritage/state projects. She 
just finished a data management project 
for the Critical Areas Program. She is 
now creating a set of maps showing 
resource and rare species information 
that will be available to town govern­
ments, planning offices, and others 
making land use decisions.
Jennifer and her husband Scott, a high 
school biology teacher, live in Augusta. 
She has a degree in Park Administration 
and Natural Science and is currently 
working on a master’s degree in library 
science.
New titles
Some of the "old faces” at the Chapter 
office have new titles reflecting their 
increased responsibilities: Barbara 
Clark, Membership Secretary; Deborah 
Clark, Assistant to the Director; Jeanne 
Desjardins, Administrative Assistant; 
Julie Henderson, Assistant Director of 
Science and Stewardship; Ruth Ann 
Hill, Communications Coordinator.
R
uth Ann H
ill
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in the news
What is so rare 
as a day in June?
A day in June spent at the Maine 
Chapter Annual Meeting.
Since the Conservancy has shifted to a 
July-June fiscal year, the Annual Meeting 
will be held earlier than in the past. This 
year’s meeting will be held on June 25th 
on Mount Desert Island.
We’re planning a full day of field trips, 
followed by the official meeting and 
banquet. Plan to make a weekend of 
it—there’s lots to do on MDI. All the 
details and a reservation form will be in 
the April issue.
Where’s the Annual Report?
The Annual Report, usually part of 
this issue, will appear in late summer after 
the end of our new July-June fiscal year.
Call for nominations
The Nominating Committee of the 
Chapter Board of Trustees would like to 
know about people who might be 
interested in serving on the Chapter 
Board. Trustees are responsible for 
overall management of the Maine 
Chapter, and help oversee Chapter 
finances, acquisitions, stewardship 
science programs, communications, and 
fund-raising. Representatives from 
around the state from a variety of 
professional or avocational backgrounds 
and with a demonstrated commitment to 
conservation are desired.
Please send nominations to committee 
chairperson Carol Wishcamper, c/o 
Maine Chapter, The Nature Conser­
vancy, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine 
04086. All suggestions must be 
received by April 20 to be considered.
Thank you and welcome
Thanks to your generosity, the Maine 
Chapter Annual Appeal has broken all 
records—more than $125,000 has been 
raised so far. Mason, Barb C. and Karen 
are still buried under the avalanche of 
contributions, but they’re smiling as 
they try to get caught up on thank-you 
notes. Your Annual Appeal gifts keep 
the Chapter office running, allowing the 
Conservancy to protect more land in the 
coming year.
More than 1,500 people have joined 
the Chapter in the past few months, 
bringing total membership to over 
12,000. Welcome!
Memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of the following 
individuals have been received by the 
Maine Chapter:
Sidney Gordon
Edward H. Harrigan
Norton H. Lamb, Sr.
Elizabeth Converse Roberts
Charles and C.D. Shea
Eleanor H. Smith
Anne C. Tremearne
Corporate memberships
We are pleased to have received 
support from the following, and welcome 
them as corporate members of the Maine 
Chapter.
National Corporate Associate:
L.L. Bean, Inc.
Maine Corporate members:
Butler Capital Corporation
Michael Mahan Graphics 
Philip Morris Companies, Inc.
Red Farm Partners, Inc.
Wood Structures, Inc.
Foundation support
We are pleased to recognize and thank 
the following foundations for their 
support of the Maine Chapter.
Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
Kent-Lucas Foundation
The Rust Foundation
Walter and Josephine Ford Fund
New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the 
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund 
provides a Life Membership for the 
donor and spouse in The Nature Con­
servancy. All such gifts furnish a long­
term source of support to help save land 
here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new 
Life Members:
Mr. &. Mrs. Richard W. Clark
Mrs. Howard Day
Sherry and David Huber
Brockway McMillan
Joseph Messier
Frances Fox Sandmel
Donald O. Stover
Mary L. Zander
Check-off returns
The IRS, with a little help from 
Madison Avenue, is trying to put the fear 
of audit into us all... cajoling us to file 
now and beat the rush. Whether you 
decide to be a good soldier and file early, 
or join those of us who live for the thrill 
of 11:30 p.m., April 15, pleaseremember 
the one item on your tax agenda that has 
not changed: The Chickadee Check-off 
on your Maine state return.
Money raised through the check-off is 
the sole support of the Nongame 
Program of the state Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. The 
program is concerned with more than 
500 species of wildlife, and puts 
particular emphasis on study and 
management of endangered and threat­
ened animals.
The Chickadee Check-off is a separate 
line item on the Maine form. It’s about 
the clearest procedure you’ll encounter 
on your annual tax odyssey—just enter 
your tax-deductible contribution on the 
line and add it to your taxes (or subtract 
it from your refund...). The Nongame 
Program is a vital ally of the Maine 
Chapter; please give it your support.
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Imagined Pond continued
Maine. As many as 90 plant species are 
presumed to have been extirpated. 
Scientists believe that more than 10 
animals and more than 70 plants are 
imperiled here. Without immediate 
action to protect the habitats—and 
natural communities— of which Maine’s 
endangered species are an integral part, 
experts predict that we will witness the 
extirpation of many of these species 
within our lifetimes or, in several cases, 
much sooner. Another 40 animals and 
80 plants also may be in trouble; with 
care they may prosper and recover; with 
indifference they too may suffer an 
untimely end.
Moving fast, and moving smart, 
requires an efficient and effective 
process, managed by people trained to 
make it work. The Conservancy has such 
a process, one that continually improves 
as we discover better methods and new 
ways to save land. By taking a look at an 
imaginary threatened natural area that is 
typical of the projects the Maine Chapter 
deals with every day, we hope to give you 
a better idea of how we do what we do.
The Chapter’s Natural Heritage 
Program staff are the first people to 
assess the Imagined Pond area. The staff 
includes program director and zoologist 
John Albright, data manager and botanist
Amy Forrester, and community ecologist 
Lissa Widoff. They are the compilers 
and curators of the Heritage data base, a 
system of up-to-date information on 
Maine’s special natural features.
For the past four years, the Heritage 
staff has been putting everything known 
about Maine’s most threatened species 
and ecological communities into a 
dynamic "filing cabinet” containing 
topographic maps, an abundance of 
detailed files, and a computer data base 
with a seemingly inexhaustible taste for 
minutiae. Now they bring the system to 
life, and use it to find out about the 
Imagined Pond property.
"We have mapped more than 1,500 
known occurrences of rare and endan-
Amy Forrester
gered animals, plants and natural 
communities,” explains John. "And 
while it took us nearly two years just to 
finish all the current and historical 
records, and we’re constantly adding 
new information, all that work pays off 
in an instant. Simply by flipping to a 
map, we can tell whether or not there are 
any known special natural features in the 
Imagined Pond vicinity.”
The maps make it possible to get an 
immediate answer to the question, "Is 
there anything here we should be 
concerned about?” Although there are 
no special features recorded for the 
Imagined Pond property, there is a rare 
bulrush shown at Nearby Pond, two 
miles away.
Amy recognizes the bulrush instantly; 
it is a candidate for listing on the federal 
endangered species list. In the Conser­
vancy’s ranking system, it merits a 
G2-S1. In English, this means that the 
species is known from six to 20 locations 
or has from 1,000 to 3,000 individuals 
worldwide (G2), and is known from 
fewer than five places or has fewer than 
1,000 individuals in Maine (SI). This 
ranking puts the bulrush near the top of 
the Heritage Program’s Natural Diversity 
Scorecard, the watch list of threatened 
species used by the Chapter to define 
protection priorities.
The Nearby Pond site is the rare bul­
rush’s only known occurrence in Maine. 
Unfortunately, the population is small 
and seriously threatened. The Nearby 
Pond cottage owners’ association uses a 
small dam to control spring run-off and 
to keep the pond’s water level high for 
summer swimming. As a result, the 
natural cycle of spring flood and summer 
drought, which the bulrushes must have 
to flower, no longer occurs. The rushes 
have not been seen flowering in ten 
years.
Nearby Pond is ringed with small 
cottages, all set on tiny lots held in 
common undivided ownership dating 
back to the turn of the century. Most of 
the owners, grandchildren and great­
grandchildren of the original owners, 
have no desire to sell. They do allow the 
Chapter to monitor the plants, but 
their reluctance to consider easements, 
management agreements, and other 
flexible alternatives is going to make it 
very difficult, very likely impossible, to 
protect the bulrushes.
A little research in the Heritage library 
reveals that the soils and hydrology of 
the marsh on Imagined Pond are typical 
of those preferred by the bulrush. In 
fact, the habitat looks perfect.
"This instance demonstrates the real 
value of our approach: its predictive 
capability,” says John. "By sitting down 
at least once a year to reassess our 
priorities—by reviewing the latest 
scientific information and news from the
Lissa Widoff
field—we know what we should be 
looking for and are already pointed in 
the right direction. Then we can act 
quickly when the need arises.”
Knowing that Imagined Pond may be 
harboring a rare bulrush, the botanists 
and biologists quickly organize a field 
trip.
On the first visit, the staff wants to get 
a complete picture of the area’s ecology: 
how healthy and diverse the natural 
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communities are, as well as which 
rarities, if any, occur here. Lissa, the 
Heritage community ecologist, sets out 
to find out about the area’s natural 
communities, from the twisted spruce­
fir forest on the exposed ridge of Big 
Figment Hill to the nearly impenetrable 
alder swamp on Lower Creek.
Amy’s first stop is the marsh. It proves 
to be a flourishing, nearly pure stand of 
the bulrush. The population here is 
much more vigorous than the one at 
Nearby Pond. The plants are flowering.
"Rare plants being, by definition, a 
little hard to find, we aren’t always this 
successful. But we do everything we can 
to put the odds in our favor... it’s a lot 
more effective to look for a needle only 
in those parts of the haystack resembling 
places where you’ve found needles 
before,” says Amy.
While the Heritage staff completes its 
ecological survey, Stewardship director 
Barbara Vickery and assistant steward-
Barbara Vickery and Julie Henderson
disturbance? Can the rare bulrushes and 
the pond ecosystem reasonably be 
expected to survive into the next century 
and beyond with a minimum of coddling 
and manipulative management? Are 
there inholdings (properties under 
different ownership within the effective 
or potential boundaries of a preserve); 
far-reaching damages, such as a clearcut; 
or activities on adjacent lands, like 
herbicide spraying, that could make it 
difficult, or impossible to protect the 
natural area?
The stewards also have to think about 
public use. In summer, people come to 
Imagined Pond area to fish, swim, and 
picnic. The trails are in use year-round; 
the Upper Creek trail connects the pond 
to the state park on the shore of Lake 
Illusion.
Barbara mentions an ugly new concern: 
toxic waste. "It’s no longer enough to 
check for obvious problems like old 
foundations and logging operations. 
More insidious things may be lurking. .. 
in this era we have reason to be paranoid 
about toxic waste dumps,” she says.
Although focused in one dimension 
on deliberate inquiry, the staff takes time 
to enjoy and appreciate the quiet, 
vibrant beauty of this place. It is easy to 
see why the letterwriter and so many 
others treasure their visits here, and 
want to see the land preserved.
Back in the office, the Heritage and 
Stewardship staffs compile their results. 
Their summary gives basic information 
such as location and description of the 
property; the location, quality and 
condition of rare and endangered species 
occurrences; and an assessment of the 
area’s ecological significance. Ecological 
management needs and stewardship 
concerns are noted, as are recreational 
use, scenic vistas and other important 
values.
Based on their new understanding of 
the Imagined Pond property, with its 
mosaic of natural communities, the staff 
draws a set of ideal boundaries for a 
proposed preserve.
"We draw a preserve boundary that 
reflects the needs of the plants, animals, 
and natural communities we are trying to 
protect,” says John. "To protect 
Imagined Pond and the bulrushes, at the 
very minimum we need to include the 
marsh, the pond, and the outlet to Lower 
Creek. This primary natural area is then 
protected by a secondary buffer zone 
that includes the entire watershed, 
including Upper Creek and the slopes of 
Big and Little Figments.”
After the ecological boundaries for 
the proposed preserve are determined, 
John looks up property boundaries on 
the town tax maps. The property for sale 
(Tract A) is about 470 acres. It contains 
almost all of the primary protection area, 
most of the secondary buffer zone, and 
the access trail from the main road. A 
two-acre inholding (Tract B) contains 
the pond outlet and the ruins of the old 
house. A third property (Tract C) 
includes the remaining piece of the 
watershed, the north slopes of Little 
Figment. This property is huge, more 
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ship director Julie Henderson look at the 
property from the point of view of 
people who could be responsible for 
taking care of the land and its inhabitants 
for a long, long time to come.
Barbara and Julie walk the land, noting 
a swaybacked pier, a crumbling stone 
foundation, an abandoned well, several 
ancient 55-gallon drums (empty), and 
the steep cliffs on Big Figment. They 
inspect the slightly overgrown trails, and 
discover a snowmobile trail, apparently 
used by ATVs, along the back slope of 
Big Figment.
The Heritage scientists want to learn 
exactly why this land should be protected. 
The Stewardship staff want to know if it 
can be protected.
Barbara has plenty of questions. Is the 
site large enough, and sheltered suffi­
ciently from current or potential human
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Imagined Pond continued
than half a township, and very nearly 
abuts Lake Illusion State Park.
Barbara and John are convinced that 
Imagined Pond can, and should, be 
protected. They do have some manage­
ment concerns focused on the rare 
bulrushes: the pond must be kept 
undammed to maintain naturally fluctu­
ating water levels in the marsh; the trail 
around the pond should be re-routed to 
avoid the marsh; and provisions made 
for annual monitoring of the rushes. But 
they believe that these are manageable 
concerns.
"The proposed Imagined Pond Pre­
serve would protect the ecological 
integrity of the pond ecosystem, together 
with the rare plants,” says Barbara. "The 
site proposed for acquisition is big 
enough, and includes the most critical 
elements affecting the ecosystem: the 
streams, the watershed and the pond 
itself.”
It is time to put together a working 
protection proposal. Associate director 
and director of land protection Kent 
Wommack, who has been keeping in 
touch with Heritage and Stewardship 
progress, joins the project full time.
Now the staff is in the position to 
answer the question asked by the
Kent Wommack
letterwriter, the question that always 
comes first, but that is better answered 
second: can the Conservancy help 
protect this place? If so, what type of 
protection—acquisition, conservation 
easement, management lease, etc.—is 
required? Is the Conservancy the best 
long-term steward of the land, and if not, 
who should it work with? And, as 
always, the bottom line: how much will 
it cost?
The Imagined Property is clearly a 
gem. Imagined Pond and the forest 
surrounding it are unspoiled; the few 
people who walk the mile in to the pond 
come to fish, swim, and relax, leaving 
little trace of their presence. The bulrush 
marsh alone, one of the best stands of 
this endangered species known in the 
country, is ample reason to immediately 
secure the highest level of protection for 
the property.
"The Imagined Property is exactly the 
kind of place the Conservancy specializes 
in protecting. This beautiful pond, with 
its endangered plants, is a number one 
priority for the Chapter,” says Kent.
The first step is acquisition of the 
primary 470-acre property currently on 
the market and rumored to be of interest 
to at least one developer. A call to the 
broker reveals that the owner must sell 
the land soon, but is not really happy 
about seeing the pond turned into a 
resort. She’s pleased at the Conservancy’s 
interest and is eager to talk about a 
possible sale.
Although it is clear that the owner 
cannot afford to donate the property, 
Kent suspects that he may be able to 
offer a deal that will benefit both parties. 
If the seller agrees to a price lower than 
fair market value, she can deduct the 
difference as a charitable contribution to 
the Conservancy.
After reviewing the landowner’s 
financial situation with her accountant 
and lawyer, it is clear that a bargain sale 
to the Conservancy would net her only 
slightly less after-tax income than 
an outright sale to a developer. It is a 
small price to pay to see her land 
protected, and she agrees to accept the 
reduced price, and payment over several 
years, giving the Chapter time to raise 
the money. The real estate broker even 
agrees to forego his regular ten percent 
commission, bringing the price within 
the Conservancy’s reach.
With a six-month option signed, the 
Chapter’s next step is one its members 
know all too well—a fund-raising cam­
paign to pay for Imagined Pond Preserve. 
For without the interest and generosity 
of its more than 12,000 members, all of 
the preceding work is for naught, and 
Imagined Pond will be lost. A campaign 
must be launched, funding sources 
identified, and contributions secured 
before the option can be exercised.
Meanwhile, Kent tracks down the 
owner of the two-acre inholding—a 
31-year-old computer programmer 
living in Missoula, Montana. The man 
just inherited the property from his 
great-aunt, and has never seen it. 
Although he has no immediate plans for 
the property, he isn’t interested in selling 
it. However he promises to stop in at the 
office and discuss the property when he 
is back in Maine next summer. It is the 
best Kent can get for now.
The south corner of the watershed 
also remains unprotected. For several 
years the state has expressed interest in 
the Little Figment tract. There is a large 
deeryard on the east slope of Little 
Figment, and Figment Stream is known 
for its trout. The property is a priority 
acquisition in the state’s plan to protect 
the remote Lake Illusion area. The 
Illusion Trail is a key link in a system of 
trails connecting the lakes and ponds in 
the region.
Several years ago, state officials talked 
to Kent about protecting the Little 
Figment tract and other properties in the 
area. He expressed the Conservancy’s 
willingness to do what it could, but lack 
of state money tabled the planned 
acquisition. Last year, the timber com­
pany that owns the property seemed 
interested in selling, and the state 
allocated funds for the purchase.
"We’ll help the state in any way we 
can, including buying and holding the 
property until the state funds are availa­
ble. I’m optimistic that we’ll see this land 
safely into state ownership by this time 
next year,” says Kent.
At a press conference announcing the 
Chapter’s acquisition of the option on
Mason Morfit
D
orcas S. M
iller
the Imagined Pond property, executive 
director Mason Morfit sums up the 
feelings of all the staff: "This preserve will 
protect so much more than one rare plant. 
Maine’s isolated ponds and wild lands are 
under tremendous pressure; the Imagined 
Pond Preserve will be a legacy to our 
children, who will not have the same 
unlimited opportunities we have had to 
enjoy the solitude and peace of a quiet 
pond.”
by Ruth Ann Hill
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STEWARDSHIP:
Stewardship workshop
Back by popular demand! Our 7th 
Annual (almost) Stewardship Workshop 
will be held April 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Chewonki Foundation in 
Wiscasset.
Small group discussions, hands-on 
training sessions and presentations will 
cover the following topics:
• signs: design and construction; the 
legal ramifications of posting land
• locating and marking boundaries
• trail maintenance and boardwalk 
construction
• public relations and publicity for 
TNC preserves
• orientation for new stewardship 
volunteers; explanation of Maine 
Chapter Stewardship policies.
And, as a special added attraction,
• wit and wisdom from our 
veteran preserve stewards.
If you would like to join us, please 
return the coupon below and we will 
make sure you receive a workshop 
agenda and registration materials.
Volunteer stewardship intern 
Topsham
Four to six weeks full time, longer if part 
time
Learn more about Maine’s most 
outstanding natural areas and how the 
Chapter manages its lands. Get practical 
experience in editing, graphics (especially 
mapping) and the use of a personal 
computer.
We need a volunteer intern to update 
the Chapter’s preserve management 
information using our new Stewardship 
computer program. This person will also 
revise hand-outs describing each of the 
preserves. College students please note: 
this work may qualify for independent 
study/internship credit.
Please call Julie Henderson (729- 
5181) for more information and an 
application form. This position could 
begin immediately or when you are 
ready.
R
uth Ann H
ill
Summer job openings
Damariscove Island caretaker/ 
naturalist team
Damariscove Island
Two part-time positions; June 9 to 
September 7
Plover/tern warden
Seawall Beach, Phippsburg
27 hours/week; May 21 to August 6
The Maine Audubon Society is also 
offering a part-time Least Tern Project 
internship that could be complementary 
to this position. Qualified applicants 
interested in a full-time job will be 
considered jointly by the Chapter and 
Maine Audubon.
Douglas Mountain preserve caretaker 
Douglas Mountain, Sebago
20 hours/week; June 22 to October 11
Great Wass Island preserve worker 
Great Wass Island, Beals
Six hours/week; May 25 to September 
13
March 11 is the deadline for applica­
tions. For more information, contact 
Jeanne Desjardins, Julie Henderson or 
Barbara Vickery at the Chapter office.
____ Yes, please send me more information about the Stewardship 
Workshop to be held April 23, 1988
name -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
address___________________________________________________________
telephones:
work home
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BOND ISSUE UPDATE
Spending our money wisely
In September the state will be ready to 
spend the $35 million for public lands 
acquisition so enthusiastically approved 
by Maine voters last November. Five 
million dollars can be bonded in 1988, 
and $ 10 million annually during the next 
three years.
Land for Maine’s Future Board
A companion bill, passed by the 
Legislature last June, sets up the nine- 
member Land for Maine’s Future Board 
to administer the bond program. Five 
members of the board are state officials: 
Richard Silkman, Director of the State 
Planning Office; Robert LaBonta, 
Commissioner of the Department of 
Conservation; William Vail, Commis­
sioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; 
Bernard Shaw, Commissioner of Agricul­
ture; and Dana Connors, Commissioner 
of the Department of Transportation.
The remaining four members are 
private citizens appointed by Governor 
McKernan. They must now be confirmed 
by the Legislature. They are: Marion 
Fuller Brown (York), a former state 
legislator who was the main force behind 
the state’s billboard law and who has 
been active in southern Maine land use 
issues for many years; Robert Suminsby 
(Northeast Harbor), president of The 
Knowles Company, a real estate ap­
praiser/  agent, and expert in the evalua­
tion and sale of conservation lands; 
Clinton Townsend (Canaan), a lawyer, 
dedicated conservationist and former 
chairman of the Maine Chapter Board of 
Trustees; and Richard J. Warren 
(Bangor), publisher of the Bangor Daily 
News, board member of Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust, and avid fisherman.
Public hearings planned
Before June, the bond issue board 
must complete its assessment of the 
state’s public lands needs as well as a 
strategy and guidelines for spending the 
bond money. It will be holding public 
hearings this spring. To find out when 
and where, call Ruth Ann at the Chapter 
office (729-5181) in late February, or 
watch your local newspaper. We strongly 
urge you to attend and make your views 
and support for natural land protection 
known.
Owner’s guide to the bond 
issue legislation:
The Land for Maine’s Future Board 
will be spending our money according to 
the priorities and procedures set forth in 
the legislation. We offer the following 
brief overview of the relevant passages to 
refresh your memory and provide food 
for thought. Hope to see you at the 
hearings!
Bond issue proceeds may be spent for 
land of statewide significance that:
• contains recreational lands, prime 
physical features, areas of special scenic 
beauty, farmland or open space, unde­
veloped shorelines, wetlands, fragile 
mountain areas, or lands with other 
conservation or recreational values;
• is habitat for plant and animal 
species or natural communities con­
sidered rare, threatened or endangered 
in Maine; and
• provides public access to recre­
ational opportunities or those natural 
resources identified above.
Priority will be given acquisitions that:
• have matching funds available;
• conserve lands with multiple 
outstanding values or a single exceptional 
value;
• provide geographic representation; 
and
• build on existing holdings.
Bond money will not be spent for 
organized recreational facilities (ball­
parks and the like), or for land that is 
primarily useful as commercial forest.
Local elected officials most approve 
purchases costing more than one percent 
of the town’s valuation, and eminent 
domain purchases exceeding 50 acres or 
$100,000.
The lands will be managed by the state 
or may be leased to cooperating entities 
such as the Conservancy or a local 
government. Matching funds will first be 
used to establish stewardship endow­
ments (up to 20 percent of the land’s 
value). All lands will be evalutated for 
rare and endangered species, exemplary 
natural communities and other features; 
lands containing such features must be 
managed to maintain them.
No lands acquired by the state with 
the bond funds may be sold unless 
approved by two-thirds majority of the 
Legislature.
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